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On October 25, 
the Scottsdale Independent

will be direct-mailed to 

75,000  
of Scottsdale’s  

most affluent homes! 
The city’s leader in local community news since 1984 

will reach more upscale homes than ever before!

This is a RARE opportunity for businesses to reach one 
of the nation’s most desirable upscale markets with a 

one-time advertising investment as low as $385!

A collection of residents are raising concerns 

regarding an alleged sober-living facility operating 

outside of established zoning privileges at 6710 E. 

Fanfol Drive in the Town of Paradise Valley.

“I have lived in the same house for 47 years,” 

said Paradise Valley resident Sande Simon in a Sept. 

5 phone interview.
“My husband was on the town council and what 

has been going on he would have never allowed 

--- we have a sober-living house at the end of our 

street.”
A sober-living facility, or sober home, as clas-

sifi ed by both state and federal guidelines, seeks 

to help drug and alcohol addicts achieve sobriety 

and reintegrate into society at large. The 1968 Fair 

By Terrance Thornton

Independent Newsmedia

Emboldened through 

Proposition 200, city council 

is giving Experience Scotts-

dale an estimated $9,720,580 

to promote local tourism and 

provide dollars and cents to 

pay for events, research and 

tourism-related capital proj-

ects.
A newly approved fi ve-

year contract, experts say, 

will allow local tourism gurus 

to aid in attracting more and 

more affl uent human beings 

to the West’s Most Western 

Town. 
Scottsdale voters in 2010 

voted to increase the tran-

sient occupancy tax --- also 

referred to as “bed tax” --- 

from 3 percent to 5 percent 

with 50 percent of those dol-

lars earmarked for tourism 

marketing, tenets of the ballot 

initiative state.
The total amount of bed 

tax remits for fi scal year 2017-

18 appear to be an estimated 

$19,441,159, records show.

“The city’s destination 

marketing services program 

of work has been provided by 

Experience Scottsdale since 

1977,” said Karen Churchard, 

Scottsdale Tourism and 

Events Director in an Aug. 

28 presentation to Scottsdale 

City Council.

“Program funding is based 

on Proposition 200, which 

says 50 percent of total annu-

al bed tax collections shall be 

used toward destination mar-

keting.”
Ms. Churchard point-

ed out to council during an 

Aug. 28 public hearing the 

See Pima — Page 24
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Support unbiased,

local journalism!

This is Scottsdale’s

own newspaper… 

We are now compact – 

which means we are 

friendlier to read and 

more colorful than ever.

Thank you.

This week:
A fi rst blush
look at Pima
SUSD prepares to overhaul school site
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Sober home issue draws

ire of neighboring community

By Terrance Thornton

Independent Newsmedia

See Sober — Page 2

LURING THE AFFLUENT
Experience Scottsdale aims to fuel tourism

File photo

An example of a recent promotion used by Experience Scottsdale advertising in the Big Apple and alerting 

travelers to the Valley of the Sun — Scottsdale in particular.

See Lure — Page 2

Wolves QB, offense 

game fl ourishes 
Local Scottsdale resident, father, 

and former Arizona Cardinals 

quarterback, Kurt Warner, evolves 

Desert Mountain football team. 
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Local business owners and residents gathered at Scottsdale’s Muse-

um of the West to discuss downtown Scottsdale branding efforts in a 

discussion lead by Experience Scottsdale offi cials.

By Melissa Fittro
Independent Newsmedia

When students start 

school in August 2018, 

the Pima Elementary 

School community is 

hoping to have a new 

campus and a new 

school model.
The Scottsdale Uni-

fi ed School District 

Governing Board met 

Thursday, Sept. 7 for a 

study session to discuss 

the outlook for the kin-

dergarten through fi fth 

grade school in south-

east Scottsdale.  
On March 21, Scott-

sdale Schools’ elected 

leaders voted 5-0 to 

move forward with im-

plementing a traditional 

school philosophy, and 

to begin the remodel 

planning. 

Scottsdale Unifi ed 

School District Super-

intendent Dr. Denise 

Birdwell says Pima’s 

teachers and faculty are 

entrenched in training 

this year to transition 

their classrooms to the 

traditional model next 

year. 
According to Assis-

tant Superintendent Dr. 

Steve Nance, a tradition-

al school offers specifi c 

learning programs such 

as Phonics, has teachers 

arranging its classroom 

desks in rows and cuts 

back on assemblies 

and other events that 

would take away from 

classroom time. The in-

vestment to implement 

the traditional model 

Down memory

lane in Scottsdale
Scottsdale Historical Society 

provides a peek into the past at the 

early days of Scottsdale Fashion 

Square.

Brian Keller
Realtor®

RE/MAX Fine Properties
Mobile: 480.299.7364

briankeller@remax.netFine Properties
Each Office Independently  

Owned and Operated

WANTED: 
Lots, Fixer-Uppers and Teardowns. 

I represent CASH buyers who will pay top dollar for your property.

 Call or text me today.
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